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Feb. 28: In Rio Maria, Para state, Catholic priest Ricardo Rezende, president of the local Pastoral
Land Commission (Comissao Pastoral da Terra-CPT), told foreign reporters that in the past 10
years, 173 rural workers were assassinated in southern Para. No suspects have been brought
to trial. Rezende and 10 rural union leaders have received death threats. Rezende accused the
government of negligence, and suggested there was "some collaboration" between the murderers
and government authorities. Land conflicts, he said, have increased by 30% in the past year.
According to Rezende, in the states of Para, Mato Grosso and Goiania, 870 rural workers labor
under a slavery system. They are not remunerated, and work under the observation of armed
guards. On Feb. 2, Expedito Ribeiro, president of the local agricultural workers' union (Sindicato
de Trabalhadores Rurais de Rio Maria), was assassinated. Landowner Jeronimo Alves de Amorim
paid Jose Serafin Ramos $800 to kill the union leader. Serafin is currently incarcerated in Belem,
capital of Para state. [As of March 6, Alves de Amorim's whereabouts were unknown.] Rezende said
Alves de Amorim and his attorney are members of the Rural Democratic Union (UDR), a rightist
landowners' organization. The UDR, he added, is behind the systematic threats and violence against
rural workers throughout the country. According to a report by Spanish news agency EFE, a local
agricultural worker recently reported that the bodies of dozens of his counterparts are buried on
Alves de Amorim's estate, Oro Verde. The unidentified worker, who escaped from Oro Verde, said
that Alves de Amorim's "employees" are virtual slaves. March 4: Carlos Cabral Pereira, interim
president of the Rio Maria rural union, was injured in an attack by unidentified gunmen. Cabral
Pereira succeeded Expedito Ribeiro, assassinated in early February. March 5: Attorney General
Aristides Junqueira called on federal police to help protect rural workers from the rising tide of
violence in Para state. He said, "The killing must stop and we will put the murderers in prison."
Junqueira said the army could also be called in to patrol southern Para state. He called the federal
assistance extended to the local police in Para an unusual step, and said some of the federal officers
investigating the murders had already received death threats. March 8: Rural union member
Sebastiao Ribeiro da Silva was shot to death near the town of Tailandia, located about 200 km. from
Belem, capital of Para state. According to the Catholic Church's CPT, Ribeiro da Silva was leading
a group of 30 agricultural workers who seized an estate in Vila Aparecida, a village located 75 km.
from Tailandia. A wealthy landowner wanted to acquire the estate. [Statistics compiled by the CPT
indicate that since 1964, 1,650 rural workers were killed in land disputes. Of 24 cases prosecuted,
a guilty verdict was found in only 12 cases. According to the CPT, in 1990 at least 13 rural workers
died and 34 were wounded in clashes with landowners in Bahia state. The Bahia CPT reported a
total of 62 violent conflicts between landowners and poor rural workers last year to the National
Bishops Conference. In addition, over 70 rural worker families abandoned their land after being
targeted with death threats; 12 rural unionists were attacked; and, eight workers were tortured by
the police. CPT coordinator in Bahia, Luiz Eduardo Souza, told news agency Estado that conflicts
have increased in recent years result of the increasing impoverishment of rural workers, particularly
in the southern and southwestern regions of the state.] (Basic data from AFP, 03/05/91, 03/10/91; EFE,
02/28/91, 03/04/91, 03/09/91)
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